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Health Promotion Tool Kit 

Recreational Water Illness (RWI) Prevention Week: May 24–30, 2010  

Suggestions for how state and local programs can engage community partners and links to relevant information on CDC’s Healthy Swimming website are provided below. 

*Please note that because of the CDC Healthy Swimming website integration (mentioned in the attached cover letter), all current website links will CHANGE in early May 2010.  Forwarding information will be posted, but the table at the end of this document provides both the current and future links for the resources and information mentioned below. Please feel free to share this table with your partners and your web developer.

All Audiences 
· Announce RWI Prevention Week—May 24–30, 2010 

· Create an RWI page on your agency’s website if one does not already exist  

· Include links to CDC’s Healthy Swimming website and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Beaches website
Media 
· Provide a release to media outlets 
· Invite media to “shadow” an environmental health specialist performing a pool inspection or water-quality test at a local beach to highlight how your agency protects the public’s health  

· Share information, such as: 

· General information on how germs that cause RWIs are spread and the Six Steps for Healthy Swimming
· Information on recent outbreaks, including the public’s important role in prevention measures 
Community Leaders 
· Create fact sheets detailing specifics about local and state RWI Prevention programs for community leaders (program administrators, boards of health, elected officials)  

· Provide suggested resolutions related to RWI Prevention Week for use by area decision makers 

Aquatic Facility Operators and Beach Managers
· Encourage pool operators and beach managers to adopt and promote this observance  

· Provide RWI prevention tips and provide Healthy Swimming posters and brochures 

· Schedule operator training 

Swimmers and Parents 
· Provide general prevention information through fact sheets, podcasts, and tip sheets  
Healthcare Providers 
· Provide education materials 
· Send healthcare providers links to various health-related data  on water-related diseases and injuries
· Engage local chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), http://www.aap.org/, and other organizations for health care professionals  

Let us know about your activities related to Recreational Water Illness Prevention Week: ehsb@cdc.gov
Links to CDC Healthy Swimming Information and Resources
	Webpage & Audience Description
	Link until May 10th
	Link after May 10th

	CDC’s Healthy Swimming Site

(All Audiences)


	http://www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming 

	EPA’s Beaches Site

(All Audiences)


	http://ww.epa.gov/beaches/

	http://www.epa.gov/beaches/


	General info on Oceans, Lakes, and Rivers

(All Audiences)


	http://www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming/beaches_rivers.htm 
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/oceans/ 

	General info on RWIs

(All Audiences)
 
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming/general_pub.htm

	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/rwi/rwi-basics.html

	Healthy Swimming Data/Statistics and Reports on Recent RWI Outbreaks

 (All Audiences)


	http://www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming/rwi_pub.htm
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/data/

	FAQs 

(All Audiences)


	http://www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming/q_and_a.htm
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/faq/


	RWI Prevention Brochures

(All Audiences)


	http://www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming/brochure.htm
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/resources/brochures.html

	RWI Prevention Posters

(All Audiences)


	http://www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming/posters.htm
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/resources/posters.html

	Fact sheets on 5 most common RWIs

(All Audiences)


	N/A
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/resources/fact-sheets/#illnesses   (pending Department of Health and Human Services clearance; May 10th anticipated)

	Triple A’s of Healthy Swimming

(All Audiences)


	N/A
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/pools/triple-a-healthy-swimming.html 

	Podcasts on rec water topics and healthy swimming

(All Audiences)


	http://www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming/podcasts.htm 
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/resources/podcasts.html

	Swim Diapers

(All Audiences)


	http://www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming/swim_diapers.htm
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/pools/swim-diapers-swim-pants.html

	Sample Press Release

(Media)
	http://www.cdc.gov/HealthySwimming/media_release.htm 
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/newsroom/press-releases/#sample 


	Aquatics Staff Resources

(Aquatic Facility Operators)


	http://www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming/poolstaff.htm 
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/audience-aquatics-staff.html 

	Avoiding Pool Chemical Injuries

(Aquatic Facility Operators)


	http://www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming/pdf/pool_chem_assoc_inj.pdf
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/pools/preventing-pool-chemical-injuries.html


	Responding to Fecal Incidents

(Aquatic Facility Operators)
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming/pdf/Fecal_Accident_Response_Recommendations_for_Pool_Staff.pdf
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/pdf/swimming/pools/fecal-incident-response-recommendations.pdf

	Information about Chlorine and pH

(Aquatic Facility Operators)


	http://www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming/ph_chlorine.htm
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/pools/disinfection-team-chlorine-ph.html

	Hyperchlorination Guidelines

(Aquatic Facility Operators)


	http://www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming/pdf/Hyperchlorination_to_kill_Cryptosporidium.pdf 
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/pdf/swimming/pools/hyperchlorination-to-kill-cryptosporidium.pdf

	Article on Need for Pediatricians to Talk to Parents about RWIs

(Health Care Professionals)
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming/pdf/Safe_Swimming.pdf
	http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/pdf/swimming/pools/safe-swimming-talk-to-parents-rwi.pdf


