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Habitats: Fam
ily Letter 1

D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber, 

N
ow

 that w
e have learned about anim

als and plants, w
e are going to learn about 

the different places w
here plants and anim

als live together—
their habitats. W

e w
ill 

learn all about w
oodland and pond habitats. W

hen w
e learn about the w

oodland, 
pond, w

e w
e w

ill talk about trees, squirrels, deer, and birds. W
hen w

e learn about 
the w

ill talk about w
ater, fish, beavers, and frogs. You m

ight w
ant to visit our 

classroom
 and see the m

urals show
ing each of these habitats. The children are 

w
orking hard to m

ake their ow
n plants and anim

als to add to the m
urals!  In our 

Sm
all G

roups, w
e w

ill be focusing on telling stories, hearing sounds in w
ords, and 

w
riting letters. 

Below
 are som

e suggestions for activities you m
ight do at hom

e to help your child 
rem

em
ber w

hat they are learning about at school:

1. Read A
loud Each D

ay

You m
ight already ow

n som
e books that show

 pictures of different habitats. Little 
Red Riding Hood and G

oldilocks are stories that are set in the w
oodland. M

any 
children’s books feature pond anim

als such as frogs and ducks.

2. Tell Stories A
loud 

M
ake up your ow

n story to go w
ith the pictures in a book or m

ake up a new
 

ending. Then, have your child do the sam
e thing. You could also have your child tell 

you a story about som
ew

here you have been together.

3. Sing N
ursery Rhym

es

Your child m
ay com

e hom
e singing and doing the m

otions for “Bat, Bat,” “Row
, Row

, 
Row

 Your Boat,” and “O
nce I Saw

 a Little Bird.” The w
ords to “Bat, Bat” are on the 

back of this letter—
have your child recite the rhym

e and talk w
ith your child about 

the w
ords in the poem

 that rhym
e. 

4. Practice Saying W
ords that Start w

ith /m
/

Take turns w
ith your child thinking of w

ords that all start w
ith the sound /m

/ as in m
at. 

You m
ight start w

ith the w
ords: m

ouse, m
agic, m

itten, and m
ine. You could also pick 

another sound and play the gam
e again.

5. Practice W
riting Letters

Your child has had practice w
riting the letters ‘m

’, ‘a’, ‘t’, and ‘d’. Practice w
riting these 

low
ercase letters and ask your child to say the sound that goes w

ith each letter.
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Core Knowledge Language Arts Habitats PRESCHOOL1-1

Habitats: Fam
ily Letter 1

D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber, 

N
ow

 that w
e have learned about anim

als and plants, w
e are going to learn about 

the different places w
here plants and anim

als live together—
their habitats. W

e w
ill 

learn all about w
oodland and pond habitats. W

hen w
e learn about the w

oodland, 
pond, w

e w
e w

ill talk about trees, squirrels, deer, and birds. W
hen w

e learn about 
the w

ill talk about w
ater, fish, beavers, and frogs. You m

ight w
ant to visit our 

classroom
 and see the m

urals show
ing each of these habitats. The children are 

w
orking hard to m

ake their ow
n plants and anim

als to add to the m
urals!  In our 

Sm
all G

roups, w
e w

ill be focusing on telling stories, hearing sounds in w
ords, and 

w
riting letters. 

Below
 are som

e suggestions for activities you m
ight do at hom

e to help your child 
rem

em
ber w

hat they are learning about at school:

1. Read A
loud Each D

ay

You m
ight already ow

n som
e books that show

 pictures of different habitats. Little 
Red Riding Hood and G

oldilocks are stories that are set in the w
oodland. M

any 
children’s books feature pond anim

als such as frogs and ducks.

2. Tell Stories A
loud 

M
ake up your ow

n story to go w
ith the pictures in a book or m

ake up a new
 

ending. Then, have your child do the sam
e thing. You could also have your child tell 

you a story about som
ew

here you have been together.

3. Sing N
ursery Rhym

es

Your child m
ay com

e hom
e singing and doing the m

otions for “Bat, Bat,” “Row
, Row

, 
Row

 Your Boat,” and “O
nce I Saw

 a Little Bird.” The w
ords to “Bat, Bat” are on the 

back of this letter—
have your child recite the rhym

e and talk w
ith your child about 

the w
ords in the poem

 that rhym
e. 

4. Practice Saying W
ords that Start w

ith /m
/

Take turns w
ith your child thinking of w

ords that all start w
ith the sound /m

/ as in m
at. 

You m
ight start w

ith the w
ords: m

ouse, m
agic, m

itten, and m
ine. You could also pick 

another sound and play the gam
e again.

5. Practice W
riting Letters

Your child has had practice w
riting the letters ‘m

’, ‘a’, ‘t’, and ‘d’. Practice w
riting these 

low
ercase letters and ask your child to say the sound that goes w

ith each letter.



Ba
t, 

Ba
t

Ba
t, 

ba
t,

C
om

e 
un

de
r 

m
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ha
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A
nd

 I
’ll 

gi
ve

 y
ou

 a
 s

lic
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of
 b

ac
on
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nd
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he
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I 
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yo
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ot
 m

ist
ak

en
.



Core Knowledge Language Arts Habitats PRESCHOOL

 

2-1

Help students identify and circle the sound picture for /o/ as in octopus. Tell students to go 
word by word. Help students remember what the sound picture /o/ looks like by drawing it 
on a sheet of paper or having students draw it on paper or in the air.

ox

dog

doll

olive

sock

ostrich

Circle the 
Sound Picture: o
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W
oodland 

Hi! M
y nam

e is Sum
a Squirrel. W

elcom
e to m

y w
oodland 

habitat. Today,  I’m
 going to w

alk quietly and carefully 
dow

n the path and see w
hat I can see. I w

onder w
hat  

I w
ill find on m

y hike today! 

Uh-oh, I better tiptoe quietly through the forest. I 
certainly w

ouldn’t w
ant to bother the black and w

hite 
striped skunk that is perched on that log. It m

ight try 
to scare m

e aw
ay by lifting its tail and spraying a stinky 

spray! A
nd over by that fern I see a furry rabbit sniffing 

the air w
ith its nose. I think it is trying to sm

ell the scent of 
the other anim

als nearby. I w
ill w

alk very carefully so I 
do not disturb the birds building their nests in the trees.

D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber,

Today your child listened to a read-aloud about the w
oodland habitat. Read the story to 

your child and talk about the plants and anim
als that live in the w

oodland habitat. Rem
ind 

your child that habitats are places w
here plants and anim

als live and grow
 together.



Up
 in

 th
e 

br
an

ch
es

 o
f a

 tr
ee

, 
I 

se
e 

a 
ro

bi
n’

s n
es

t b
ui

lt 
ou

t o
f 

st
ic

ks
 a

nd
 g

ra
ss

. I
t i

s fi
lle

d 
w

ith
 

fr
ag

ile
 b

lu
e 

eg
gs

 th
at

 w
ill 

ha
tc

h 
in

to
 c

hi
ck

s. 
Th

e 
ba

by
 ro

bi
ns

 
w

ill 
be

 v
er

y 
hu

ng
ry

 fo
r 

w
or

m
s 

on
ce

 th
ey

 h
at

ch
 fr

om
 th

ei
r 

eg
gs

! 

Ju
st

 o
ve

r 
th

er
e,

 in
 a

no
th

er
 

tre
e,

 is
 a

 m
ot

he
r 

be
ar

 a
nd

 h
er

 
cu

bs
. M

ay
be

 th
ey

 a
re

 c
lim

bi
ng

 
th

e 
tre

e 
to

 lo
ok

 fo
r 

so
m

e 
de

lic
io

us
 h

on
ey

 to
 e

at
.

Fa
rt

he
r 

do
w

n 
th

e 
pa

th
, I

 se
e 

tw
o 

ba
by

 sk
un

ks
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la
yi

ng
 o

n 
a 

fa
lle

n 
lo

g.
 O

ne
 h

as
 it

s t
ai

l r
ai

se
d 

in
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 th
e 

ai
r. 

I 
be

tte
r 

cr
ee

p 
aw

ay
 sl

ow
ly

 so
 I

 d
on

’t 
di

st
ur

b 
th

em
.



G
urgle, gurgle, gurgle. If I listen very carefully, I can 

hear w
ater rushing over rocks and logs. I think I have 

hiked all the w
ay to a stream

 that is running through the 
forest! M

any anim
als com

e to the stream
 to get a drink 

of w
ater or to hunt for food. 

Slurp, slurp, slurp. I hear a deer lapping up w
ater to 

drink. 

Rap, rap, rap. I hear the beak of a w
oodpecker as he 

drills into the bark of a tree, trying to find insects to eat.  
I’ll take a closer look and see w

hat else I can see near 
the stream

.

Right over there on that w
arm

 rock a snake has found a spot to sun itself. 
The snake is keeping its body w

arm
 by soaking up heat from

 the rock.



Ri
gh

t n
ea

rb
y 

a 
fo

x 
is 

w
ad

in
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in
to

 th
e 

st
re

am
 to

 g
et

 a
 d

rin
k. 

A
fte

r 
it 

ge
ts 

a 
dr

in
k, 

it 
w

ill 
sta

nd
 a

s s
till

 a
s a

 st
on

e 
an

d 
w

ai
t t

o 
tr

y 
to

 c
at

ch
 a

 fi
sh

.

Fa
rt

he
r 

do
w

n 
th

e 
st
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am

, I
 se
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a 

m
ot

he
r 
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th
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 h
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 to
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h 
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t. 
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m
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ta
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ng

, b
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 th
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ar

e 
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kin

g 
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ei
r 
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 a
s i

f t
he

y 
he

ar
 a

 so
un

d.
 I

’m
 g
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 to
 le
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e 

slo
w
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 a

nd
 q

ui
et

ly
 

so
 th

at
 I

 d
o 

no
t d

ist
ur

b 
th

em
 in

 th
ei

r 
w

oo
dl

an
d 

ho
m

e.

I 
su
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 a

m
 ti

re
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af
te

r 
th
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 lo

ng
 h

ike
 in

 th
e 

w
oo
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 th
in
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I’m
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m
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 a
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s t

o 
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 d
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r 
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d 
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y 

ne
st

 in
 m

y 
tre

e.
 T

he
re

, I
 

w
ill 

be
 sa

fe
 in

 th
e 

sh
el

te
r 

of
 m

y 
ho

m
e 

an
d 

I 
ca

n 
ea

t s
om

e 
di

nn
er

 a
nd

 ta
ke

 a
n 

af
te
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oo

n 
na

p.
 I

 c
an
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w
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t t

o 
te
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y 

br
ot

he
r 

Sa
m

m
y 

Sq
ui

rr
el

 a
bo

ut
 a

ll o
f t

he
 

an
im

al
s a

nd
 p
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nt

s I
 sa

w
 to

da
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in
 o

ur
 v

er
y 

ow
n 

w
oo

dl
an

d 
ha

bi
ta

t!



Core Knowledge Language Arts Habitats PRESCHOOL4-1
VOCABULARY:   squirrel, tree, log, skunk, deer, woodpecker, 
mushrooms, bear, flower, cave, woodlands, habitat

Talk about this picure with your child. Emphasize that this is the forest, or woodland, and that these 
plants and animals live in the forest. Ask your child to name the plants and animals he/she sees.The Woodland





Core Knowledge Language Arts Habitats PRESCHOOL

 

6-1

Help students identify and circle the sound picture for /k/ as in cat. Tell students to 
go word by word and to watch out for tricky words that don’t have a /k/ sound in 
them. Help students remember what the sound picture for /k/ looks like by drawing 
a ‘c’ on a sheet of paper or having students draw it on paper or in the air. 

cat

man

carrot

candy

dog

car

Circle the 
Sound Picture: c





Core Knowledge Language Arts Habitats PRESCHOOL6-2

Tell your child that you are going to choose one picture and s/he has to guess which one it is. You’ll 
give one clue: the sound that word starts with, such as the sound of “ccc...” for cat. Don’t name the 
letter. Make its sound clearly. Now ask your child to point to the picture.

cat, fan, moon, girl, dog, rake, baby, sun

Starting Sounds





Core Knowledge Language Arts Habitats PRESCHOOL11-1

As you say certain words aloud, have 
the student find the sound picture of 
the initial sound in the word. When the 
student has found the sound picture, 
s/he should color in the balloon.

Color the Balloons

m
a

t

d c

o
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Habitats: Fam
ily Letter 2

D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber,  

W
e are continuing to learn about habitats at school. Your child is learning all 

about the anim
als and plants that live in the ocean and desert. Please visit our 

classroom
 and see our ocean and desert m

urals! W
e w

ill also learn all about the 
farm

 and how
 plants and anim

als are raised for food. In our Sm
all G

roups, w
e w

ill 
be focusing on hearing sounds in w

ords, blending these sounds to m
ake w

ords, 
and w

riting letters. 

Below
 are som

e suggestions for activities you m
ight do at hom

e to help your child 
rem

em
ber w

hat they are learning about at school:

1. Read A
loud Each D

ay

Read books that have ocean anim
als such as fish, w

hales, and crabs as the 
characters and talk about how

 these anim
als live in the w

ater. There are also m
any 

children’s books about farm
 anim

als. A
s you read, have your child m

ake anim
al 

sounds. Talk w
ith your child about how

 farm
ers care for farm

 anim
als and plants. 

2. Sort Stuffed A
nim

als

Talk w
ith your child about the habitats w

here his/her stuffed anim
als m

ight live if 
they w

ere real. M
ake separate piles of anim

als that live in the w
oodland, pond, 

ocean, desert, or farm
.

3. M
ake a Book

Your child has m
ade m

any books at school, and you can m
ake one together at 

hom
e. Fold and staple paper together to m

ake a blank book. W
rite dow

n a story 
that your child tells and have your child draw

 pictures to illustrate the story. W
rite 

the title of the story on the cover and have your child w
rite his/her nam

e, since s/
he is the author.

4. Sing N
ursery Rhym

es

Your child m
ay com

e hom
e singing and doing the m

otions to various nursery 
rhym

es or reciting poem
s. The w

ords to the poem
 “A

t the Seaside” by Robert 
Louis Stevenson are on this back of this letter—

help your child find the w
ords that 

start w
ith the /s/ sound as in snake. The w

ords are sea, spade, and sandy (but not 
shore, w

hich starts w
ith /sh/).

5. Practice W
riting Letters

Your child has had practice w
riting the letters ‘o’, ‘c’, ‘g’, and ‘i’. Practice w

riting these 
low

ercase letters and ask your child to say the sound that goes w
ith each letter.
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 c
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e 
no

 m
or
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goat

sock

car

girl

goose

tiger
12-1

Help students identify and circle the sound picture for /g/ as in girl. Tell students to 
go word by word and to watch out for tricky words that don’t have the /g/ sound in 
them. Help students remember what the sound picture for /g/ looks like by drawing 
it on a sheet of paper or having students draw it on paper or in the air.  

Circle the 
Sound Picture: g





Core Knowledge Language Arts Habitats PRESCHOOL13-1

Blending 
Sounds Train

Cut out these 
sound pictures

Help students spell the words cat, mat, and mad, using these steps:

• Cut out the five sound pictures.  
Give students ‘c’, ‘a’, and ‘t’ only.

• Say the word cat sound by sound and have  
students find and place the sound pictures  
that spell cat on the train.

• Help students glue down the word cat.

• Give students ‘m’, and ‘d’.

• Say the word mat sound by sound and  
help students spell mat by gluing ‘m’ on top of ‘c’.

• Say the word mad sound by sound and help students 
spell mad by gluing ‘d’ on top of ‘t’.

c a t m d

cat, mat, mad





Core Knowledge Language Arts Habitats PRESCHOOL13-2
VOCABULARY: whale, dolphin, shark, jellyfish, octopus, squid, sea turtle, 
water, ocean, deep

Talk about this picure with your child. Emphasize that this is the ocean, or sea, and that these 
animals live in the ocean. Ask your child to name the animals he/she sees.In the Ocean
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Help students identify and circle the sound picture for /i/ as in itch. Tell students 
to go word by word and to watch out for tricky words that don’t have the /i/ 
sound in them. Help students remember what the sound picture for /i/ looks like by 
drawing it on a sheet of paper or having students draw it on paper or in the air.  

 

iguana

sit

igloo

ox

itch

dishes

Circle the 
Sound Picture: i





Core Knowledge Language Arts Habitats PRESCHOOL15-2
VOCABULARY: first next, then, last

Look at these pictures together and talk about them. Now ask your child to tell you the story 
that these pictures tell. Encourage him/her to point to each frame as s/he tells the story.Home Alone
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Blending 
Sounds Train

Cut out these 
sound pictures

Help students spell the words got, dot, and dog, using these steps:

• Cut out the five sound pictures.  
Give students ‘g’, ‘o’, and ‘t’ only.

• Say the word got sound by sound and have  
students find and place the sound pictures  
that spell got on the train.

• Help students glue down the word got.

• Give students ‘d’ and ‘g’.

• Say the word dot sound by sound and  
help students spell dot by gluing ‘d’ on top of ‘g’.

• Say the word dog sound by sound and help students 
spell dog by gluing ‘g’ on top of ‘t’.

g o t d g

got, dot, dog
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Blending 
Sounds Train

Cut out these 
sound pictures

Help students spell the words dog, dig, and dim, using these steps:

• Cut out the five sound pictures.  
Give students ‘d’, ‘o’, and ‘g’ only.

• Say the word dog sound by sound and have  
students find and place the sound pictures  
that spell dog on the train.

• Help students glue down the word dog.

• Give students ‘i’ and ‘m’.

• Say the word dig sound by sound and  
help students spell dig by gluing ‘i’ on top of ‘o’.

• Say the word dim sound by sound and help students 
spell dim by gluing ‘m’ on top of ‘g’.

d o g i m

dog, dig, dim
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