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Tell students they are going to follow a recipe, which 
is a set of directions that tells you how to make some-
thing. Point to the pictures and explain each step as 
each student makes their own cherry cobbler. As you 
eat the cobbler, ask students to retell “The Legend of 
George Washington and the Cherry Tree.”

Cherry Cobbler Recipe You will need:  
Bowls, spoons, and napkins 
Cherries 
Granola
Plain, vanilla, or cherry yogurt

1. Put two spoonfuls  
of cherries in the bowl.

2. Put one spoonful of yogurt 
on top of the cherries.

3. Sprinkle granola on top 
of the yogurt.





D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber,

Your child is learning about G
eorge W

ashington because w
e are nearing President’s 

D
ay.  O

ver the next few
 days, your child w

ill be learning m
ore about our first 

president, G
eorge W

ashington. Read the story below
 w

ith your child to help him
/her 

rem
em

ber w
hat s/he learned about “The Legend of G

eorge W
ashington and the 

C
herry Tree” in school. D

iscuss the m
oral of the story w

ith your child (honesty). You 
m

ay also talk w
ith your child about the types of fruits that grow

 in orchards. 

The Legend of  
G

eorge W
ashington and the C

herry Tree
 

Long, long ago a boy nam
ed G

eorge 
W

ashington lived in Am
erica. G

eorge 
lived on a farm

 w
ith his m

other and 
father. G

eorge and his fam
ily grew

 
crops like corn and raised anim

als like 
cow

s on their farm
. There w

as also an 
orchard w

ith m
any fruit trees on the 

W
ashington’s farm

. G
eorge’s father, 

M
r. W

ashington, w
as proud of his 

fruit trees—
especially a young cherry 

tree that he had received as a gift. 
There is a fam

ous story about G
eorge 

W
ashington and that cherry tree.

O
nce upon a tim

e, w
hen G

eorge 
W

ashington w
as a boy, his father 

gave him
 a brand new

 axe. H
e used it 

on logs in the w
oodpile: chop! chop! 

chop! But then he w
anted to see 

w
hether he could use it to chop dow

n 
a living tree. 
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So
 G

eo
rg

e 
W

as
hi

ng
to

n 
w

en
t i

nt
o 

hi
s f

at
he

r’s
 

or
ch

ar
d.

  H
e 

fo
un

d 
a 

st
ur

dy
 y

ou
ng

 tr
ee

 a
nd

 se
t 

to
 w

or
k 

w
ith

 h
is 

ne
w

 a
xe

: c
ho

p!
 c

ho
p!

 c
ho

p!
 

Th
at

 n
ew

 a
xe

 c
ut

 ri
gh

t t
hr

ou
gh

 th
e 

tr
un

k 
of

 th
e 

yo
un

g 
tr

ee
. C

ra
sh

! T
he

 tr
ee

 fe
ll 

to
 th

e 
gr

ou
nd

. 

W
he

n 
M

r. W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

ca
m

e 
ho

m
e,

 h
e 

co
ul

dn
’t 

be
lie

ve
 w

ha
t h

e 
sa

w
. H

is 
fa

vo
rit

e 
ne

w
 ch

er
ry

 tr
ee

 
ha

d 
be

en
 ch

op
pe

d 
rig

ht
 in

 h
al

f. M
r. W

as
hi

ng
to

n 
fe

lt 
an

gr
y 

th
at

 h
e 

w
ou

ld
 n

ev
er

 e
at

 th
e 

de
lic

io
us

, 
sw

ee
t c

he
rr

ie
s f

ro
m

 h
is 

fa
vo

rit
e 

tre
e.

 

M
r. W

as
hi

ng
to

n 
as

ke
d,

 “G
eo

rg
e,

 d
o 

yo
u 

kn
ow

 
w

ha
t h

ap
pe

ne
d 

to
 m

y 
ch

er
ry

 tr
ee

?”
 G

eo
rg

e 
kn

ew
 h

e 
ha

d 
do

ne
 so

m
et

hi
ng

 w
ro

ng
. H

e 
fe

lt 
as

ha
m

ed
 a

nd
 sc

ar
ed

, b
ec

au
se

 h
e 

kn
ew

 h
is

 
fa

th
er

 w
as

 u
ps

et
. G

eo
rg

e 
to

ok
 a

 d
ee

p 
br

ea
th

 
an

d 
sa

id
, “

Fa
th

er
, I 

ca
nn

ot
 te

ll 
a 

lie
. I 

cu
t d

ow
n 

th
e 

ch
er

ry
 tr

ee
.” 

“Y
ou

 d
id

?”
 a

sk
ed

 h
is 

fa
th

er
. “

I w
as

 lo
ok

in
g 

fo
rw

ar
d 

to
 e

at
in

g 
ch

er
rie

s f
ro

m
 th

at
 tr

ee
, e

ve
ry

 
su

m
m

er
, f

or
 y

ea
rs

 to
 c

om
e!

”
“I 

am
 so

 so
rr

y,”
 sa

id
 y

ou
ng

 G
eo

rg
e 

W
as

hi
ng

to
n.

  
M

r. W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

ha
d 

a 
st

er
n 

lo
ok

 o
n 

hi
s f

ac
e.

“I 
am

 v
er

y 
so

rr
y, 

to
o,

 G
eo

rg
e,”

 h
e 

sa
id

. T
he

n 
hi

s 
vo

ic
e 

tu
rn

ed
 a

 b
it 

ki
nd

er
. “

Bu
t i

t i
s g

oo
d 

th
at

 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 to

ld
 m

e 
th

e 
tr

ut
h.

 I 
w

ou
ld

 ra
th

er
 lo

se
 

a 
ch

er
ry

 tr
ee

 th
an

 h
av

e 
yo

u 
te

ll 
a 

lie
.” 

Th
e 

m
or

al
 o

f t
hi

s s
to

ry
 a

bo
ut

 y
ou

ng
 G

eo
rg

e 
W

as
hi

ng
to

n 
is 

th
at

 it
 is

 b
et

te
r t

o 
be

 b
ra

ve
 

an
d 

te
ll 

th
e 

tr
ut

h,
 n

o 
m

at
te

r w
ha

t t
he

 
co

ns
eq

ue
nc

es
, t

ha
n 

to
 li

e.



b1B-1

Be sure that your child remembers “The Legend of George Washington and the 
Cherry Tree.” Remind your child that a legend is a story which didn’t actually happen. 
Tell him/her that you are going to ask some questions, and that the pictures give two 
different answers. S/he should draw a circle around the picture that shows the right 
answer. 

Tell Me About 
George Washington

1. What happened to the cherry tree?

3. How did George’s father feel about his tree  
being chopped down? 

2. Who chopped down the cherry tree?

4. What did George tell his father?

ANSWERS:  1. It was chopped down. 2. 
George (young boy) 3. Angry 4. That 
he chopped down the tree (the truth)Core Knowledge Language Arts       PRESCHOOL





b2A-1

To complete this activity, students will need scissors, glue, a pencil, a red crayon or marker, tape, 
and a dowel or straw to use as a flagpole. Help students follow the directions to make an American 
flag. Make sure students follow the directions from left to right and then top to bottom. 

Making an 
American Flag

3. Color every other stripe red. Tape your flag to  
a “pole” (soda straw, stick, chopstick, pencil).

1. Cut out blue rectangle with white stars. 2. Glue it onto your striped flag cut-out.

Cutouts provided  
on separate pagesCore Knowledge Language Arts       PRESCHOOL
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Cutout for Making an American  Flag
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b2A-3

Cutout for Making an American  Flag

Core Knowledge Language Arts       PRESCHOOL





D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber,

Your child is learning about G
eorge W

ashington because it is near President’s D
ay.  

Read the story below
 w

ith your child to help him
/her rem

em
ber w

hat s/he learned 
about G

eorge W
ashington, Betsy Ross, and the A

m
erican flag in school.  Talk w

ith 
your child about the stars, stripes, and colors on the A

m
erican Flag.  You m

ight go  
 on a neighborhood w

alk to see how
 m

any A
m

erican flags you can spot together  
or you m

ight fly your ow
n A

m
erican flag in celebration of President’s D

ay.

The Legend of  
G

eorge W
ashington and Betsy RossLong, long ago a boy nam

ed 
G

eorge W
ashington lived in 

Am
erica. W

hen he grew
 up, 

everyone thought he w
as such 

a good person that they asked 
him

 to be the first president of 
the U

nited States of Am
erica.

As the first president, G
eorge 

W
ashington had a lot of w

ork 
to do. H

e talked and listened 
to m

any other people. All of 
the people he talked to w

ere 
very proud of their country, the 
U

nited States of Am
erica. They 

w
anted a w

ay to show
 just 

how
 they felt about the U

nited 
States. G

eorge W
ashington had 

an idea. “W
e need a flag for our 

new
 country,” he said. “W

e need 
som

eone w
ho can sew

 a flag 
for the U

nited States. I know
 

just the person w
ho can help.”
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G
eo

rg
e 

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

w
as

 th
in

ki
ng

 o
f B

et
sy

 
Ro

ss
. B

et
sy

 R
os

s h
ad

 le
ar

ne
d 

ho
w

 to
 u

se
 a

 
th

re
ad

 a
nd

 n
ee

dl
e 

in
 sc

ho
ol

, a
nd

 sh
e 

ha
d 

be
co

m
e 

ve
ry

 g
oo

d 
at

 se
w

in
g.

 S
he

 w
as

 so
 g

oo
d 

at
 se

w
in

g 
th

at
 sh

e 
op

en
ed

 h
er

 o
w

n 
sh

op
 so

 
pe

op
le

 c
ou

ld
 c

om
e 

an
d 

as
k 

he
r t

o 
se

w
 th

in
gs

 
fo

r t
he

m
.

O
ne

 d
ay

, G
eo

rg
e 

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

w
en

t t
o 

vi
sit

 
Be

ts
y 

Ro
ss

 a
t h

er
 sh

op
. “

W
e 

ne
ed

 a
 fl

ag
 fo

r t
he

 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

 o
f A

m
er

ic
a,”

 h
e 

to
ld

 h
er

. H
er

 e
ye

s 
lit

 u
p.

 

“I 
ha

ve
 n

ev
er

 se
w

n 
a 

fla
g 

be
fo

re
,” s

he
 sa

id
, “

bu
t I

 
ha

ve
 so

m
e 

id
ea

s a
bo

ut
 w

ha
t i

t s
ho

ul
d 

lo
ok

 li
ke

. 
Le

t’s
 u

se
 b

rig
ht

 c
ol

or
s,”

 sh
e 

sa
id

. “
H

ow
 a

bo
ut

 
re

d,
 w

hi
te

, a
nd

 b
lu

e?
 G

eo
rg

e 
W

as
hi

ng
to

n 
sa

id
 

th
at

 h
e 

lik
ed

 th
at

 id
ea

. 

Be
ts

y 
Ro

ss
 e

xp
la

in
ed

 to
 G

eo
rg

e 
W

as
hi

ng
to

n 
ho

w
 sh

e 
ha

d 
m

ad
e 

th
e 

fla
g.

 
“I 

cu
t s

ta
rs

 w
ith

 fi
ve

 p
oi

nt
s o

ut
 o

f w
hi

te
 c

lo
th

,” 
sh

e 
sa

id
. “

I s
ew

ed
 th

em
 o

nt
o 

a 
pi

ec
e 

of
 b

lu
e 

cl
ot

h,
 so

 th
ey

 w
ou

ld
 lo

ok
 li

ke
 st

ar
s i

n 
th

e 
sk

y.”

 E
ve

ry
on

e 
th

ou
gh

t t
ha

t l
oo

ke
d 

go
od

. 
“F

or
 th

e 
re

st
 o

f t
he

 fl
ag

,” s
ai

d 
Be

ts
y 

Ro
ss

,  
“I 

se
w

ed
 lo

ng
 p

ie
ce

s o
f r

ed
 a

nd
 w

hi
te

 c
lo

th
 

to
ge

th
er

 to
 m

ak
e 

st
rip

es
.”

“S
ta

rs
 a

nd
 st

rip
es

!” 
sa

id
 G

eo
rg

e 
W

as
hi

ng
to

n.
 

“W
ha

t a
 g

oo
d 

id
ea

, B
et

sy
. A

 fl
ag

 li
ke

 th
at

 w
ill

 
lo

ok
 g

oo
d 

w
av

in
g 

in
 th

e 
w

in
d.

 It
 w

ill
 sh

ow
 h

ow
 

pr
ou

d 
w

e 
ar

e 
of

 o
ur

 c
ou

nt
ry

.” A
nd

 th
at

 is
 h

ow
 

Be
ts

y 
Ro

ss
 m

ad
e 

th
e 

fir
st

 fl
ag

 fo
r t

he
 U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

 o
f A

m
er

ic
a.



b2B-1

Be sure that your child rembers the legend of Betsy Ross and the American flag. Tell him/
her that you are going to ask some questions about Betsy Ross and the flag, and that the 
pictures give two different answers. S/he should draw a circle around the picture that 
shows the right answer. Read the questions aloud and help him/her find the right picture.

Tell Me About the 
American Flag

1. What did George Washington ask Betsy Ross 
to make for him?

3. What flag did Betsy Ross make for  
President Washington?  

2. What did Betsy Ross use to sew 
the American flag?

4. How does the American flag look today?
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