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POSSIBLE WORDS:  Lion: large, great, sleepy, grumpy, angry, grateful.  
Mouse: little, tiny, scared, grateful, brave.

Directions: Slide your finger under the words on this page as you read them. 
Remind students of the title of the story and the characters. Have students color 
the pictures of each character. Then, help students think of a sentence about one 
of the characters and write the sentence beside the character.

The Lion  
and the Mouse

lion mouse
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C
lassic Tales: Fam

ily Letter
D

ear Fam
ily M

em
ber,

	
D

o you fondly rem
em

ber the stories you asked to hear over and over 
again w

hen you w
ere a child? Stories like “G

oldilocks and the Three Bears” and 
“The G

ingerbread M
an?” Your child w

ill be enjoying som
e of these sam

e stories 
at preschool throughout the com

ing school year.

	
A

fter your child has heard these stories at school, you w
ill have the 

opportunity to share the telling and retelling of the story w
ith your child. Your 

child w
ill bring the story hom

e so that you can read it aloud together—
perhaps 

at bedtim
e. Your child w

ill also bring hom
e various activities like recipes, gam

es, 
and m

ini-books for you to do together. Below
 are som

e suggestions for activities 
that you m

ight do at hom
e to continue enjoying the stories and help your child 

rem
em

ber them
:

1.	
Talk w

ith Your C
hild Each D

ay

Help your child learn new
 w

ords by talking w
ith him

 every day about the things 
he did at school or at hom

e. Have fun practicing the w
ords from

 the stories your 
child is hearing at school by retelling them

 at hom
e.

2.	Read A
loud Each D

ay

You m
ay already have versions of som

e of the stories m
entioned above in books 

you ow
n at hom

e. You could read these to your child before and after they hear 
these sam

e stories at school. It m
ight also be fun to visit the public library w

ith 
your child and find other classic stories.

3.	Talk A
bout Story C

haracters and Events 

Talk w
ith your child about the characters and events in the stories. A

sk questions 
using the vocabulary of the story such as, “W

ho huffed and puffed and blew
 the 

house dow
n?”

4.	D
raw

 Story C
haracters and Events

Have your child draw
 or paint a picture of one of the stories and then tell you 

about it. A
sk questions to help your child talk about the story. For exam

ple, you 
m

ight say, “W
hat happened first in this story?” Use w

ords like title, setting, and 
character as you talk w

ith your child.

5.	Repeated Refrains in C
lassic Stories

M
any classic stories have lines that are said again and again. Your child can have 

fun helping you tell the story by chim
ing in and saying these lines over and over 

again.   





1A-3

D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber,

Today your child listened to the fable “The Lion and the M
ouse.” Read the abridged 

story below
 to your child and then help your child do the accom

panying activity page. 
Encourage your child to retell the story to you later this w

eek.

O
ne day a little m

ouse w
as scam

pering  
about. The m

ouse accidently ran across  
the paw

 of a sleeping lion.

The angry lion aw
oke and captured the  

m
ouse in his great, big, furry paw

s.

The lion w
as just about to eat the m

ouse  
w

hen the tiny creature cried out, “Please set  
m

e free. O
ne day I w

ill return your kindness.” 

So the lion released the m
ouse.  

A little w
hile later, the m

ouse heard w
hat sounded like  

angry roars. The m
ouse follow

ed the sounds  
and discovered the lion trapped in a net  
m

ade of ropes. 

Though frightened, the m
ouse w

as determ
ined 

to keep his prom
ise. 

U
sing his sharp teeth,  

the m
ouse m

ade a hole in  
the net. And so the great  
lion w

as set free by the   
little m

ouse.

The m
oral of this story is:

Friends w
ho are little   

in size can still be  
great friends.

The Lion and the M
ouse

A
 Fable by A

esop 
Illustrated by G

ail M
cIntosh
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Tell Me About the  
Lion and the Mouse

1A-4

Directions: Read the story of “The Lion and the Mouse” to your child. Tell your 
child you are going to ask some questions about the story. Have your child point 
to and circle the picture that shows the correct answer.

1. Who woke the lion by running across his paw?

3. What did the lion decide to do when the mouse  
said he would be his friend?

2. How did the lion feel about being awakened?

4. How did the mouse later help the lion?

ANSWERS:   1) Mouse  2) Angry  3) Set the mouse free  
4) Chewed through the net to free the lion
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SUGGESTIONS:  Provide a placemat for each student.  Place a green dot on the left 
side to signal where to start and a red dot on the right to signal where to end.

Directions: Help students cut out pictures or cut out pictures for students prior to starting 
activity. Students should put the pictures in the same order as they happened in the story. 
Then, model a simple retelling of the story based on each picture. Prompt students to try 
their own retelling by saying, “Tell me about what is happening in the pictures.”

Tell the Story of “The  
Lion and the Mouse”
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D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber,

Today your child listened to the fable “The C
ity M

ouse and the C
ountry M

ouse.” Read the 
abridged story below

 to your child and then help your child do the accom
panying activity 

page. Encourage your child to retell the story to you later this w
eek.

The C
ity M

ouse and the C
ountry M

ouse
A

 Fable by A
esop 

Illustrated by G
ail M

cIntosh

O
ne beautiful sum

m
er’s day, 

the City M
ouse w

ent to visit his 
cousin the Country M

ouse.

The Country M
ouse had a 

hum
ble hom

e. H
e ate  

plain food like corn  
and peas. The City  
M

ouse w
as not  

im
pressed. N

o, Sir! 

“O
h m

y!” said the Country M
ouse 

w
hen he saw

 his cousin’s grand hom
e.

“A feast aw
aits us!” said the City 

M
ouse proudly. The cousins secretly 

began to eat w
onderful, delicious 

foods like ham
 and chocolate cake.

“Cousin, com
e w

ith m
e to the 

w
onderful city,” said the City M

ouse. 
The Country M

ouse agreed, and 
they set off together.



Su
dd

en
ly

, t
he

y 
he

ar
d 

no
ise

s. 
A 

ca
t w

ith
 sh

ar
p 

cl
aw

s a
pp

ea
re

d.
 

Ju
st

 in
 ti

m
e,

 th
e 

m
ic

e 
es

ca
pe

d 
in

sid
e 

a 
sm

al
l h

ol
e 

in
 th

e 
w

al
l.

Th
e 

Co
un

tr
y 

M
ou

se
 d

ec
id

ed
 th

at
 

th
e 

ci
ty

 w
as

 n
ot

 fo
r h

im
. H

e 
m

ad
e 

hi
s w

ay
 b

ac
k 

to
 h

is 
sim

pl
e 

ho
m

e 
w

he
re

 h
e 

w
as

 sa
fe

 a
nd

 h
ap

py
.

Th
e 

m
or

al
 o

f t
he

 st
or

y 
is:

  
Th

er
e’s

 n
o 

pl
ac

e 
lik

e 
ho

m
e.
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Students circle whether 
they like the things the 
city mouse likes (left side) 
or the things the country 
mouse likes (right side). At 
the bottom of the page, 
students circle whether 
they are a city mouse or 
a country mouse. Students 
who are like both mice 
can circle both.

Are You a 
City Mouse 
or a Country 
Mouse?

country house

fancy food

fancy clothes plain clothes

simple food

Country 
Mouse

City 
Mouse

city house





Core Knowledge Language Arts  Classic Tales  PRESCHOOL2B-2

Dinner with the  
City Mouse

Directions: Help your child cut out the figures provided on the next page. Use the 
figures and this backdrop to retell “The City Mouse and the Country Mouse.” Let 
your child tell as much of the story as possible. Be sure to tell the story through to its 
ending.

Cutouts provided  
on a separate page
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for Dinner with the City MouseCutouts
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SUGGESTIONS:   Use instant oatmeal with water heated in the microwave or in a kettle.

Directions: Tell students they are going to follow a recipe, which is a set of 
directions that tells you how to cook something. Point to the drawings and explain 
each step in the recipe. As you enjoy your oatmeal, ask students if the porridge 
is too hot, too cold, or just right. 

Three Bears’ Porridge

1. Heat water on the stove or in 
the microwave.

2. Add oatmeal to hot water 
in a pan or bowl.

3. Stir for 5 minutes or until 
thickened.
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D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber,

Today your child listened to the story “G
oldilocks and the Three Bears.” Read the abridged 

story below
 to your child and then help your child do the accom

panying activity page. 
Encourage your child to retell the story to you later this w

eek.

G
oldilocks and the Three Bears

Retold by Rosie M
cC

orm
ick

Illustrated by G
ail M

cIntosh

O
ne m

orning, Papa Bear m
ade som

e 
steam

ing-hot porridge for his fam
ily. 

H
e poured his porridge into a big bow

l. 
H

e poured M
am

a Bear’s porridge into a 
m

iddle-sized bow
l. 

Finally, he poured Baby Bear’s porridge 
into a tiny bow

l. W
hile the porridge 

cooled, the Three Bears w
ent for a w

alk in 
the forest.

That very sam
e m

orning, a little girl nam
ed  

G
oldilocks had also gone for a w

alk in the  
forest. H

ow
ever, G

oldilocks lost her w
ay  

and cam
e upon the Bears’ cozy cottage.

G
oldilocks w

as hungry. She stepped  
inside the cozy cottage. There, she  
found the three bow

ls of porridge. 

G
oldilocks tasted the porridge in the big bow

l—
 

too hot! She tasted the porridge in the m
iddle-sized  

bow
l—

too cold! Then she tasted the porridge in the tiny  
bow

l. It w
as just right, so she gobbled it all up.

3A-2



G
ol

di
lo

ck
s b

eg
an

 to
 fe

el
 ti

re
d.

 S
he

 lo
ok

ed
 a

ro
un

d 
an

d 
sa

w
 th

re
e 

ch
ai

rs
. S

he
 

tr
ie

d 
sit

tin
g 

in
 th

e 
bi

g 
ch

ai
r. 

It 
w

as
 to

o 
ha

rd
. O

uc
h!

Sh
e 

tr
ie

d 
sit

tin
g 

in
 th

e 
m

id
dl

e-
siz

ed
 c

ha
ir.

 It
 w

as
 to

o 
so

ft.
 P

lo
p!

Sh
e 

sa
t d

ow
n 

in
 th

e 
tin

y 
ch

ai
r. 

It 
w

as
 ju

st
 ri

gh
t. 

Bu
t, 

su
dd

en
ly

 th
e 

ch
ai

r b
ro

ke
 

an
d 

G
ol

di
lo

ck
s f

el
l t

o 
th

e 
flo

or
! C

ra
sh

!

G
ol

di
lo

ck
s w

en
t u

ps
ta

irs
 a

nd
 fo

un
d 

th
re

e 
be

ds
. 

Sh
e 

w
as

 st
ill

 ti
re

d,
 so

 sh
e 

tr
ie

d 
th

e 
bi

g 
be

d.
 It

 w
as

 to
o 

sm
oo

th
. S

he
 tr

ie
d 

th
e 

m
id

dl
e-

siz
ed

 b
ed

. I
t w

as
 to

o 
lu

m
py

. S
he

 tr
ie

d 
th

e 
tin

y 
be

d.
 It

 w
as

 ju
st

 ri
gh

t. 
G

ol
di

lo
ck

s f
el

l f
as

t a
sle

ep
.



3A-2

W
hile G

oldilocks w
as sleeping,  

the Bears returned hom
e. They  

saw
 that som

eone had been  
eating their porridge. They saw

  
that som

eone had been sitting  
in their chairs. 

Baby Bear said, “Som
eone has  

been sitting in m
y chair—

and  
has broken it all to pieces!”

G
oldilocks ran out of 

the cozy cottage as fast 
as she could. The Three 
Bears never saw

 or 
heard from

 her again.

Core Knowledge Language Arts  Classic Tales  PRESCHOOL

The Bears w
ent upstairs and discovered that 

som
eone had been sleeping in their beds. Baby 

Bear said, “Som
eone has been sleeping in m

y 
bed—

and here she is!” 

G
oldilocks w

as startled w
hen she w

oke up and 
saw

 the Bears. 
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Directions: Read the story, 
“Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears” to your child. Then, 
ask your child to imagine 
what Baby Bear might say 
to Goldilocks. 

Ask your child, “How would 
you feel, if you were Baby 
Bear? What did Baby Bear 
find had happened to his 
porridge? To his chair? 
What would Baby Bear 
want to tell Goldilocks?” 

Have your child dictate a 
letter to Goldilocks from 
Baby Bear. Write down 
what your child says and 
say each word as you 
write it. 

When finished, read it 
again to your child. Slide 
your finger under each 
word as you read.

Dear  
Goldilocks
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SUGGESTIONS:  Provide a placemat for each student.  Place a green dot on the left 
side to signal where to start and a red dot on the right to signal where to end.

Directions: Help students cut out pictures or cut out pictures for students prior 
to starting activity. Students should put the pictures in the same order as they 
happened in the story. Encourage students to use words such as first, next, and 
finally. Then, have students paste the images in order on a piece of paper.

Let’s Tell a Story
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Directions: Use the accompanying cutouts to help your child learn to put things in 
order according to size. First, point to Papa Bear’s box and explain that the biggest 
things go here; middle-sized things go in Mama Bear’s box; small things go in Baby 
Bear’s box. Then, have your child place the bowls, chairs, and beds in the correct 
boxes from biggest to smallest. Try the activity again, but start with the smallest box.

Biggest to Smallest

Cutouts provided  
on a separate page
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Cutouts

3B-3

for Biggest to Smallest Directions: Help your child cut out the pictures into 
separate squares.
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Cutouts provided  

on a separate page

Directions: With this picture as a backdrop, have your child use the accompanying 
cutouts to re-enact the story of Golidlocks. Start the story by having Goldilocks 
taste the porridge, then change scenes as you tell the rest of the story.

Goldilocks Visits
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for Goldilocks VisitsCutouts Directions: Help your child cut out these pictures to use 
in retelling the story.
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D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber,

Today your child listened to the story “The G
ingerbread M

an.” Read the abridged 
story below

 to your child and then help your child do the accom
panying activity page. 

Encourage your child to retell the story to you later this w
eek.

The G
ingerbread M

an
Retold by Rosie M

cC
orm

ick
Illustrated by G

ail M
cIntosh

O
ne day, a little old w

om
an 

decided to m
ake a delicious 

gingerbread m
an cookie.

She put the cookie dough on a cookie sheet and baked 
it in the oven. To her surprise, w

hen she opened the 
oven, the G

ingerbread M
an jum

ped out! 

The G
ingerbread M

an ran out of the house. 
The little old w

om
an and her husband ran as 

fast as they could, but they could not catch the 
G

ingerbread M
an. 

A cow
 grazing in a field sniffed the air. The sm

ell of 
ginger m

ade the cow
 w

ant to eat the gingerbread 
m

an. The cow
 could not catch the G

ingerbread  
M

an either.



Th
e 

cl
ev

er
 fo

x 
sa

id
 

 th
at

 h
e 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
ha

pp
y 

to
 h

el
p 

 th
e 

gi
ng

er
br

ea
d 

m
an

 c
ro

ss
 th

e 
riv

er
.  

As
 th

ey
 w

er
e 

cr
os

sin
g 

th
e 

riv
er

, t
he

 fo
x 

sa
id

, “
Th

e 
w

at
er

 is
 

ge
tt

in
g 

de
ep

er
. Y

ou
 sh

ou
ld

 ri
de

 o
n 

m
y 

he
ad

.” 

M
om

en
ts

 la
te

r t
he

 fo
x 

sa
id

, “
N

ow
 y

ou
 sh

ou
ld

 ri
de

 o
n 

m
y 

no
se

.”

Be
fo

re
 th

e 
G

in
ge

rb
re

ad
 M

an
 c

ou
ld

 e
ve

n 
sa

y, 
“T

ha
nk

 y
ou

 fo
r 

yo
ur

 k
in

dn
es

s,”
 th

e 
fo

x 
at

e 
hi

m
—

ev
er

y 
la

st
 b

ite
.

Ch
om

p!
 S

m
ac

k!
 T

he
 c

le
ve

r f
ox

 li
ck

ed
 h

is 
lip

s a
s h

e 
cr

os
se

d 
to

 
th

e 
ot

he
r s

id
e 

of
 th

e 
riv

er
.

A 
ca

t s
le

ep
in

g 
in

 th
e 

w
ar

m
 su

ns
hi

ne
 th

ou
gh

t t
ha

t t
he

  
G

in
ge

rb
re

ad
 M

an
 w

ou
ld

 m
ak

e 
a 

ta
st

y 
tr

ea
t. 

N
ot

 e
ve

n 
th

e 
ca

t  
co

ul
d 

ca
tc

h 
th

e 
G

in
ge

rb
re

ad
 M

an
. 

Th
en

 th
e 

G
in

ge
rb

re
ad

 M
an

 m
et

 a
 c

le
ve

r f
ox

. 

Th
e 

fo
x 

pr
et

en
de

d 
th

at
 h

e 
w

as
 n

ot
  

hu
ng

ry
 a

nd
 th

er
ef

or
e 

di
d 

no
t w

an
t t

o 
 

ca
tc

h 
th

e 
gi

ng
er

br
ea

d 
m

an
.
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Directions: Make gingerbread man cookies with your child following the recipe. 
Use a cookie cutter or knife to shape a simple body. Once baked, share and enjoy 
cookies together and ask the following questions to prompt your child to retell the 
story: Who made the Gingerbread Man in the story your teacher read at school? 
What happens to the Gingerbread Man in the story? 

Bake the  
Gingerbread Man

1. In medium pan, heat
molasses just to a boil.

5. Make dough into ball.
Refrigerate 30 minutes.

2. Stir in sugar, butter,
milk. Turn off heat.

6. Roll out on floured
counter. Cut into shapes.

3. In bowl, combine
dry ingredients.

7. Bake on greased pan,
5-7 minutes at 375°.

4. Pour molasses mixture
into bowl and stir well.

8. Decorate with raisins,
frosting, or candies.

Ingredients:

1/2 c. dark molasses

1/4 c. sugar

3 T. butter

1 T. milk

2 c. flour

1/2 t. baking soda

1/2 t. salt

1/2 t. cinnamon

1/2 t. ginger

1/2 t. ground cloves
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Directions: Help students cut out the Gingerbread Man puppet 
or cut it out for students prior to starting the activity. Model for 
students how to retell the story by moving the Gingerbread 
Man through different story settings. Then, lead a group 
retelling of the story by going around the table and  
allowing each student to tell one of the events in  
the story.

Run, Run Again!

Cutout provided  
on a separate page
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for Run, Run Again! Cutout
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D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber,

Today your child listened to the story “The Shoem
aker and the Elves.” Read the abridged 

story below
 to your child and then help your child do the accom

panying activity page. 
Encourage your child to retell the story to you later this w

eek.

The Shoem
aker and the Elves

Retold by Rosie M
cC

orm
ick

Illustrated by Barbara L. G
ibson

O
nce there w

as a poor shoem
aker and his w

ife. 

“W
e only have enough leather left to m

ake one 
pair of shoes,” said the w

orried shoem
aker to 

his w
ife. 

W
hen the shoem

aker w
oke up, he w

as 
shocked to find a beautiful pair of shoes on 
his w

orkbench.

H
e puzzled and puzzled over w

ho could 
have m

ade such beautiful shoes. 

Later that day, a custom
er cam

e into the 
w

orkshop and adm
ired the shoes. They fit 

his feet so perfectly that he paid double 
the m

oney for them
!

That night, the shoem
aker left the leather on 

his w
orkbench and w

ent to bed. 

H
e decided he w

ould m
ake his last pair of 

shoes in the m
orning. 
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“Those poor elves m
ust 

be freezing in their ragged 
clothes,” said the w

ife to the 
shoem

aker.

So, they decided to sew
  

new
 clothes and shoes for 

the poor little elves. That 
evening, they left the gifts 
on the w

orkbench for the 
elves to find. 

W
hen the elves returned, they discovered the beautiful clothes 

and shoes. They w
ere so happy w

ith their new
 clothes that they 

danced out of the w
orkshop and w

ere never seen again. 

From
 that day forw

ard, the shoem
aker and his w

ife lived a 
happy life w

ith plenty to eat. 
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SUGGESTIONS:  Provide a placemat for each student. Place a green dot on the left side 
to signal where to start and a read dot on the right to signal where to end actvity page.

Directions: Help students cut out pictures or cut out pictures for students prior to 
starting activity. Students should sequence the pictures into the same order the 
events happened in the story. Then, model a simple retelling of each story based on 
the pictures. Use the words morning, evening, first, next, then, and last to help students 
retell the story.

Tell the Story of the  
Shoemaker and the Elves
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for Little Red Hen 
and Friends

Cutouts Directions: Help students cut out pictures or cut out pictures 
for students prior to starting activity. Have students glue them 
to craft sticks. Ask students to name the characters and talk 
about what each character did in the story.
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D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber,

Today your child listened to the story “The Little Red Hen.” Read the abridged story below
 

to your child and then help your child do the accom
panying activity page. Encourage 

your child to retell the story to you later this w
eek.

There once w
as a little red hen w

ho lived  
w

ith her friends on a farm
. She w

as not a  
lazy hen. She w

orked harder than all  
of the other anim

als.

The Little Red H
en w

anted to plant  
som

e grains of w
heat. She asked for  

help, but her friends refused.

So she planted the grains 
herself.

In the sum
m

ertim
e, the 

w
onderful golden w

heat 
w

as ready to be harvested. 
O

nce again, w
ith no one to 

help her, the Little Red H
en 

did all the w
ork.

The Little Red H
en had to grind the w

heat into flour.

As usual, her friends did not w
ant to do any hard  

w
ork. So the Little Red H

en ground the flour  
herself.

The Little Red Hen
Retold by Rosie M

cC
orm

ick
Illustrated by G

ail M
cIntosh
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Directions: Using this page as a backdrop, retell 
the story of The Little Red Hen and let your 
child say the familiar refrains from the story:  
“Who will help me…?” “Not I…” and  
“Then I’ll do it myself!”

Little Red Hen and Friends

Cutouts provided  
on a separate page
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SUGGESTIONS:  Provide a placemat for each student. Place a green dot on the left 
side to signal where to start and a read dot on the right to signal where to end.

Help the Little Red Hen Directions: Help students cut out pictures or cut out pictures for students prior 
to starting activity. Students should sequence pictures into the same order the 
events happened in the story. Then, using the refrains, “Who will help me...?” “Not 
I...” and “Then I will do it myself!” model a simple retelling of the story based on 
each picture. Have each student retell the story to you.
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Directions: Create a new version of The Little Red Hen with your 
child. This time, the hen will plant strawberries to make strawberry jam 
instead of grains of wheat for bread. Look at each picture together, 
then ask your child to tell this story.

The Strawberry Jam Story

1

2

3

4

5
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Directions: After creating a new 
version of “The Little Red Hen,” follow 
the recipe to make strawberry jam  
with your child.

Ingredients:  
1 qt. strawberries, fresh or frozen 
2 T. lemon juice 
1 oz. dry pectin [canning section of supermarket] 
1/2 c. light corn syrup 
2-1/4 c. sugar (use less for frozen, sweetened berries) 

Yum Yum  
Strawberry Jam

1. Mash strawberries with a fork.

4. Add corn syrup and sugar.

2. Put mashed berries, lemon 
juice, and pectin into a pan.

5. Spoon into bowl.

3. Stir it as it heats up.

6. Spread on toast.
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MATERIALS NEEDED: Empty walnut shells, cotton balls, glue, large wooden 
beads, fine-tipped markers, bits of fabric, artificial flower petals or leaves

Directions: Provide students with the supplies to make Thumbelina in her walnut 
shell bed. Read each step out loud to students as you point to the pictures. Then, 
have students make Thumbelina by following the instructions themselves.

Good Night,  
Thumbelina

3. Glue wooden bead to 
cotton at end of shell.

1. Glue cotton ball inside shell.

4. Glue fabric, petals, or leaves 
as blanket over cotton ball.

2. Draw face on wooden bead.

5. Goodnight, Thumbelina!
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D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber,

Today your child listened to the story “Thum
belina.” Read the abridged story below

 to your 
child and then help your child do the accom

panying activity pages. Encourage your child 
to retell the story to you later this w

eek.

Thum
belina

by Hans C
hristian A

ndersen
Retold by Rosie M

cC
orm

ick
Illustrated by G

ail M
cIntosh

O
nce upon a tim

e, there w
as a w

om
an w

ho w
as 

very sad because she did not have any children. 
O

ne day, she planted a m
agical seed. That night, 

the seed grew
 into a flow

ering plant.

“W
hat a beautiful  

flow
er,” said  

the w
om

an  
as she  
kissed  

the petals. At that m
om

ent, the flow
er  

opened. Inside the flow
er sat a tiny girl.

The girl w
as no bigger  

than a thum
b. The  

w
om

an nam
ed her  

Thum
belina. 

At night, Thum
belina  

slept in a polished  
w

alnut shell.

O
ne night, a m

other  
toad cam

e and took  
Thum

belina aw
ay. 
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In a burrow
 nearby lived M

r. M
ole. H

e liked to visit 
in the evening and hear Thum

belina sing. 

O
ne evening, w

hile  
visiting M

r. M
ole,  

Thum
belina found  

a sw
allow

. The bird  
w

as cold and hurt. 

Thum
belina cared for the sw

allow
 and brought  

him
 food every day. 

M
r. M

ole had fallen in love w
ith 

Thum
belina.  

H
e w

anted to m
arry her. 

Thum
belina did not w

ant to m
arry M

r. 
M

ole. O
nce again, she w

as very unhappy.

O
ne day, the sw

allow
 that Thum

belina had 
cared for cam

e to help her escape. 

Together, they flew
 south to w

arm
er lands.

In a new
 land, filled  

w
ith flow

ers, 
Thum

belina m
et a 

king. H
e w

as tiny, too!

Thum
belina becam

e 
the queen. She and  
the king lived happily  
ever after.
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ANSWER KEY: 1) Walnut shell  2) Mother toad  3) Swallow  4) Fairy king

Directions: Read the story of “Thumbelina” to your child. Tell your child you are 
going to ask some questions about the story. Have your child point to and circle 
the picture that shows the correct answer.

Remember Thumbelina

1. Where did Thumbelina like to sleep?

3. What animal did Thumbelina  
care for all winter long?

2. Who carried Thumbelina away from  
her home with the old woman?

4. Who did Thumbelina marry?
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Directions: Play a simple 
game using different 
coins as game pieces. 
Take turns rolling a die 
and moving the game 
pieces from the flower to 
the prince. Remind your 
child of each character 
and his/her role in the 
story.

Thumbelina 
Game
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Directions: After reading the story of Thumbelina with your child, ask what might 
happen next. Use the cutouts to dramatize the story your child tells you. Next, 
write the new story down. Read it to your child, pointing to each word as you 
read it aloud. As you read, let your child dramatize the retelling using the cutouts.

What Happens Next?

Cutouts provided  
on a separate page
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for What Happens Next?Cutouts Directions: Cut out and use these figurines to tell a new 
story about Thumbelina and the fairy queen.
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D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber,

Today your child listened to the story “How
 Turtle C

racked His Shell.” Read the abridged 
story below

 to your child and then help your child do the accom
panying activity page. 

Encourage your child to retell the story to you later this w
eek.

How
 Turtle C

racked His Shell
by Joseph Bruchac
Retold by Rosie M

cC
orm

ick
Illustrated by G

ail M
cIntosh and 

Barbara G
ibson

O
ne autum

n day, Turtle w
as talking 

w
ith the birds. They said, “W

inter is 
com

ing. Soon it’s going to be very 
cold here. W

e’re getting ready to fly 
south w

here it is w
arm

.”

“U
se your m

outh to hold  
on tightly to this stick,” the 
birds explained. Turtle did 
just that.

Then the tw
o big birds 

grabbed the ends of the 
stick. Soon they w

ere all high 
in the sky—

including Turtle.

“Can I com
e w

ith you?” asked Turtle. 
At first, the birds said, “N

o!”  Turtle 
pleaded, “There m

ust be som
e w

ay 
I can go w

ith you!” Finally, the birds 
agreed.
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Directions: Talk with your child and help her retell the story of “How Turtle Got 
His Shell.” Then read the question below, pointing to the words as you read them. 
Help your child make a decision by asking her to describe what is on each turtle’s 
shell. Then ask whether it shows what happened to the turtle in the story.

Turtle’s Shell

What happened to Turtle’s shell?
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Directions: Students will make their own book using four pictures from the story. 
Help students cut out pictures or cut out pictures for students prior to starting 
activity. Have students sequence the images and glue or tape them into the 
pages of a book. Finally, have each student retell/read the story using his/her 
pretend book.

Make Your Own Book
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ANSWERS:  1) To gather food (first image: man is pointing to coconuts in the tree)  2) A mango fell 
on his head. (first image)  3) The hippo broke her eggs. (second image)  4) The fly (second image)

Directions: Tell students to listen to each question and circle the picture that 
shows the correct answer. Slide your finger under each word as you read the 
questions. Use the word ‘because’ to prompt the answer. For example, for the first 
question, ask, “Did the man and woman go into the jungle because they wanted 
to gather fruit or because they wanted to meet a friend?”

1. Why did the man and woman go into the jungle?

3. What happened to the bushfowl’s nest?

2. What made the hippopotamus angry?

4. The lion decided that all the problems occurred  
because of one animal. Which animal?

Remember  
Why Flies Buzz
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D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber,

Today your child listened to the story “W
hy Flies Buzz.” Read the abridged story below

 to 
your child. Encourage your child to retell the story to you later this w

eek.

W
hy Flies Buzz

Retold by Rosie M
cC

orm
ick

Illustrated by G
ail M

cIntosh

O
ne bright, sunny 

day, a m
an and his 

w
ife w

ent into the 
jungle to gather food. 
W

hen they reached a 
coconut tree, the m

an 
took out his knife. The m

an clim
bed up the 

tree to cut dow
n som

e delicious coconuts.

As the m
an reached for a coconut, a black fly 

flitted around his face. H
e tried to sw

at the 
fly, and dropped his knife. “W

atch out, W
ife!” 

he cried.

The w
ife jum

ped out of the w
ay. As she 

jum
ped, she kicked a crocodile that w

as 
sleeping beneath the tree. 

The angry crocodile’s tail w
ent—

sw
ack! 

sw
ack! sw

ack!
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tle
d 

by
 th

e 
bi

rd
, d

ro
pp

ed
 h

is 
m

an
go

.  
It 

fe
ll 

on
 th

e 
he

ad
 o

f a
 h

ip
po

—
sp

la
t! 

sp
la

t! 
sp

la
t!

Th
e 

hi
pp

o 
th

ou
gh

t h
e 

w
as

 b
ei

ng
 a

tt
ac

ke
d 

by
 h

un
te

rs
.  

H
e 

tr
ie

d 
to

 e
sc

ap
e—

st
om

p!
 st

om
p!

 st
om

p!
 

As
 h

e 
di

d,
 h

e 
tr

am
pl

ed
 o

n 
a 

bu
sh

fo
w

l’s
 n

es
t. 

Th
e 

ne
st

 w
as

 fu
ll 

of
 e

gg
s.



Core Knowledge Language Arts  Classic Tales  PRESCHOOL9A-2

The bushfow
l w

as satisfied. The fly that had 
caused all the trouble had been punished. 
And so she agreed to once again call the  
sun to begin the day.

The lion gathered all the anim
als together  

to find out w
hat had happened. 

Everyone blam
ed each other. 

The last to speak w
as the m

an. H
e said,  

“W
ise Lion, I dropped m

y knife because  
a black fly w

as annoying m
e.”

The lion w
as angry w

ith the fly and decided  
to punish him

. “Black Fly!” he bellow
ed. “Since  

you refuse to answ
er, I shall take aw

ay your  
pow

er to talk.”

The fly tried to speak, but all he could say w
as,  

“Buzz! Buzz! Buzz!” To this day, flies all around  
the w

orld can only say, “Buzz! Buzz! Buzz!”

“Aha!” said the lion. “Then it is 
the black fly’s fault!” said the lion. 
But the black fly 
answ

ered back. 
“Buzz! Buzz! Buzz!” 
said the fly.

“H
ave you nothing 

else to say?” asked the 
lion. The fly ignored the lion and 
continued saying, “Buzz! Buzz! Buzz!”
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Directions: Have students glue the cutouts of the three pigs to craft sticks. Ask 
students to retell the story using the activity sheet as a backdrop. Ask questions 
about the type of house each pig built.

Follow the Pigs

Cutouts provided  
on a separate page
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for Follow the PigsCutouts Directions: Help students cut out pictures or cut out 
pictures for students prior to starting activity. Then, glue 
or tape the figurines to craft sticks and use as puppets.
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D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber,

Today your child listened to the story “The Three Little Pigs.” Read the abridged story 
below

 to your child and then help your child do the accom
panying activity page. 

Encourage your child to retell the story to you later this w
eek.

The Three Little Pigs
Retold by Rosie M

cC
orm

ick
Illustrated by G

ail M
cIntosh

O
nce upon a tim

e, there w
ere three little pigs. They  

lived w
ith their m

other. O
ne day, M

am
a Pig said,  

“You are all grow
n now

. It is tim
e for you to go out  

into the w
orld and live on your ow

n.”

The pigs said goodbye 
and w

ent on their w
ay. 

The First Little Pig decided to build a house 
m

ade out of straw
. Before long, he w

as 
finished. H

e had tim
e to relax in the shade.

The Second  
Little Pig  
built a 

house m
ade out of sticks. H

e w
orked hard, but 

 he still had tim
e to relax in the shade.

The Third Little Pig decided to build a house  
m

ade out of bricks. H
e w

orked very, very hard. 

It took him
 a long tim

e to finish building his house. 
H

e did not have tim
e to rest in the shade. 

Soon after, a big, bad w
olf cam

e along. H
e saw

 the 
First Little Pig napping in the shade. 

‘That little pig  
w

ould m
ake a  

tasty bite to eat,’  thought  
the Big Bad W

olf to him
self.



Th
e 

tw
o 

lit
tle

 p
ig

s r
an

 to
 th

ei
r b

ro
th

er
’s 

br
ic

k 
ho

us
e.

 
Ri

gh
t b

eh
in

d 
th

em
 w

as
 th

e 
w

ol
f! 

O
nc

e 
ag

ai
n 

th
e 

w
ol

f 
as

ke
d 

to
 c

om
e 

in
sid

e.
  “

N
ot

 b
y 

th
e 

ha
ir 

of
 m

y 
ch

in
ny

-
ch

in
-c

hi
n,

” r
ep

lie
d 

th
e 

Th
ird

 L
itt

le
 P

ig
.

Th
e 

w
ol

f d
id

 n
ot

 g
iv

e 
up

. H
e 

cl
im

be
d 

up
 o

nt
o 

th
e 

ro
of

. 
H

e 
ju

m
pe

d 
do

w
n 

th
e 

ch
im

ne
y.

 

An
d 

he
 fe

ll 
rig

ht
 in

to
 a

 p
ot

 o
f  

w
at

er
 th

at
 w

as
 h

ea
tin

g 
on

  
th

e 
fir

e.
 T

ha
t w

at
er

 w
as

  
so

 h
ot

 th
at

 th
e 

w
ol

f  
ju

m
pe

d 
ou

t a
nd

 ra
n 

aw
ay

.  
Th

e 
Th

re
e 

Li
tt

le
 P

ig
s l

iv
ed

  
ha

pp
ily

 e
ve

r a
fte

r.

Th
e 

lit
tle

 p
ig

 sa
w

 th
e 

w
ol

f c
om

in
g 

an
d 

ra
n 

in
sid

e 
hi

s 
st

ra
w

 h
ou

se
. T

he
 w

ol
f s

ai
d,

  “
Li

tt
le

 p
ig

, li
tt

le
 p

ig
,  

le
t m

e 
co

m
e 

in
.”  

Th
e 

lit
tle

 p
ig

 re
pl

ie
d,

  “
N

ot
 b

y 
th

e 
ha

ir 
of

 m
y 

ch
in

ny
-c

hi
n-

ch
in

.”

“T
he

n 
I’l

l h
uff

, a
nd

 I’l
l 

pu
ff,

 a
nd

 I’l
l b

lo
w

 y
ou

r 
ho

us
e 

do
w

n,
” s

ai
d 

th
e 

Bi
g 

Ba
d 

W
ol

f. 
An

d 
th

at
 is

 w
ha

t h
e 

di
d!

 A
s t

he
 st

ra
w

  
bl

ew
 e

ve
ry

w
he

re
, t

he
 F

irs
t L

itt
le

 P
ig

 ra
n 

aw
ay

.

Th
e 

Bi
g 

Ba
d 

W
ol

f s
oo

n 
ca

m
e 

 
ac

ro
ss

 th
e 

Se
co

nd
 L

itt
le

 P
ig

’s 
 

ho
m

e 
m

ad
e 

of
 st

ic
ks

. T
he

 B
ig

  
Ba

d 
W

ol
f k

no
ck

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
do

or
  

an
d 

as
ke

d 
to

 c
om

e 
in

. 

“N
ot

 b
y 

th
e 

ha
ir 

of
 m

y 
ch

in
ny

-c
hi

n-
ch

in
,” s

ai
d 

th
e 

 
Se

co
nd

 L
itt

le
 P

ig
. “

Th
en

 I’l
l h

uff
, a

nd
 I’l

l p
uff

, a
nd

 I’l
l  

bl
ow

 y
ou

r h
ou

se
 d

ow
n,

” r
ep

lie
d 

th
e 

w
ol

f. 
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ANSWERS:   1) Wolf  2) Brick house  3) Through the 
chimney  4) He fell into boiling water then jumped out.

Directions: Read the story of “The Three Little Pigs” to your child. Tell your child 
you are going to ask some questions about the story. Have your child point to 
and circle the picture that shows the correct answer.

Piggy Questions

1. Who huffed and puffed and blew down 
the little pigs’ houses?

3. How did the wolf get into the brick house?

2. Which house was the only house the wolf 
could not blow down?

4. Where did the wolf end up in this story?
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