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Sojourner Truth
Sojourner Truth (c.1797-1883) was a leading activist, speaker and teacher at the forefront of the African-American struggle for civil rights. 
Resolutely non-sectarian, she acted as a bridge between issues such as women’s rights, abolition, and religious freedom. Her astute exploitation 
of her reputation, through photography and print, helped her to become one of the most well-known orators of the nineteenth century.

Women in African History 
Through various pedagogical resources and the use of information and communication technologies (ICTs), UNESCO seeks to highlight the 
legacy of a selection of key women figures of African history and its diaspora. This project demonstrates that African women have always 
distinguished themselves in the history of their continent in areas as diverse as politics (Gisèle Rabesahala), diplomacy and resistance against 
colonization (Njinga Mbandi), the defense of women’s rights (Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti) and environmental protection (Wangari Maathai).

This list of 20 women represents only a small part of the contribution of African women, known and unknown, to the history of their countries, 
Africa and all mankind. 

For additional resources, please visit the website www.unesco.org/womeninafrica
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