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LONG ISLAND, THE STATE OF NEW YORK, 1843...




BEHOLD
HOW SERENELY THE
OCEAN LIES..

Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip
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*..8UT BE NOT FOOLED. FOR IN THAT DREAD
BEAUTY APE VEILED THE NAMELESS,
NUMBERLESS GRAVES OF OUR ANCESTORS,
EXTINGUISHED DURING THAT GRIEVOUS VOYAGE
FROM THE AFRICAN CONTINENT.”
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Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip



"AND THOSE WHO
AVOIDED THE DEATHLY
WATERS? WHAT FATE AWAITED
THEM? DID LIBERATION FROM
THE 8RITISH CROWN LOOSEN
THEIR CHAINS OF BONDAEE?
HAS THE ABOLITION OF THE
TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE
QUELLED THE APPETITE FOR
SLAVERY ON THESE SHORES?

ALAS, NO! WOE TO THIS 8LOODY LAND,
8 CONCEIVED IN SLAVERY, AND DEDICATED TO
| THE PROPOSITION THAT ALL BLACK PEOPLE
3 ARE CQEA&TED LUNEQUAL!"

Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip




"STILL WE ARE TRADED
AS CHATTEL, AND HUNTED AS
ANIMALS; STILL WE ARE
BRANDED FLUGITIVE CRIMINALS,

AND WHEN THE LUNLUCKY ONES
HAVE 2PUN LINTIL THEY CAN 2UN
WHEN IT IS NOTHING 8UT NO MOPE, WHEN THEY HAVE FOUEGHT
THE LASH OF OPPRESSION TO THE DYING EMBERS OFTHEIR
WHICH WE FLEE! SOME BEING, THEY CAN BUT WHISPER
ESCAPE TO TASTE FREEDOM THOSE WORDS 'FREEDOM OR
IN DISTANT CANADA; OTHERS DEATH!" — AS A TERRIBLE REMINDER
ARE NOT S0 LUCKY. OF OUR STILL-BORN DREAM.”

Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip




I HAVE SNATCHED FOOD FROM T HAVE SWLING THE SCYTHE
IIH"‘L:.,TS Z‘&ﬂ‘éﬁﬁﬁféﬁﬁﬁé THE MOUTHS OF MY FAMISHED . IN THE HEAT OF THE SLUN,
OEEP SEARS OF INIQUITY; : CHILDREN TO INDULEGE Il AS ANOTHER EGREW RICH FROM
; 2 ANOTHER'S GLUTTONY; THE FRUITS OF MY LABOLIR...”

Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip




"BUT TODAY I STAND
AMONEG YOU AS A WOMAN
WHO HAS BROKEN HER
YOKE OF BONDAGE. TODAY
T STAND TALL WITHIN, FULL OF
THE SPIRIT OF FREEDOM,
HOLDING THE FIRE OF A
PEOPLE DEMANDING
JUSTICE.

i

EPET I x W
CALL ME, THEN,
THE SOJOURNER, FOR
I SHALL TREAD AMONG YOU
LINTIL THAT YEAR OF JUBILEE | =,
WHEN THE CAPTIVES ARE SET M|/
FREE, WHEN EVERY VALLEY §
SHALL BE EXALTED, AND THE
CROOKED SET STRAIGHT.”

Sojourner Truth - Comic Strip




THE WATER'S
TROUBLED, THE WAR
BEGUN..,
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Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip




] o , Sl d AN J‘F (A
FROM NEW YORK TO RHODE I&LAND, - Cavid B : ) d:3:°
FROM MASSACHUSETTS TO CONNECTICUT, X
FROM OHIO TO MICHIGAN, THE SOJOURNER BEGING
TO TRAVERSE THE LAND, SPEAKING TRUTH TO ALL
THOSE WHO HAD EARS TO LISTEN.
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THE STRENGTH OF HER WORDS AND
THE FPOWER OF HER TESTIMONY MOVE MANY -
BLACK AND WHITE, RICH ANDP POOR, MEN AND WOMEN -
TO JOIN THE STRUGGLE FOR ABOLITION, AND

WOMEN'S RIGHTS.

Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip



= — - WITH THE INVENTION OF THE
\/ \/ \j DAGUERREOCTYPE IN 1829 AND

= e PHOTOGRAPHY, AFRICAN AMERICANS
HAD BEGUN TO USE IMAGES TO

DOCUMENT THEMSELVES AND
THEIR EXPERIENCES.
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HOW HARD IT IS
FOR AN AFRICAN-AMERICAN
MAN TO HAVE HIS VOICE HEARD
AN RESPECTED; SO JUST IMAGINE
WHAT IT'S LIKE FOR US
AFRICAN-AMERICAN
WOMAN!

Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip




| JABRENA LEE I

MARIA W. STEWART '

OH, WHAT
STIRRING MEMORIES T
HOLD OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN

N WOMEN SPEAKERS! BUT SO OFTEN

OUR ELOQUENT VOICES ARE
IGNORED OR SILENCED, OUR MAYRE
HISTORIC EXPERIENCES

IF WE COULO
FORSOTTEN. HARNESS THE SHADOW OF

PHOTOERAPHY TO SUPPORT
THE SUBSTANCE OF
Our WORDS...

FRANCES EW. HARPER '

Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip



£0 THE £OUOURNER BEGINS TO
POSE FOR PHOTOGRAPHS....

Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip



AND WITH THE RAFID
IMPROVEMENT IN THE COUNTRY'S

COMMUNICATION AND TRANSFORT SERVICES,
WHICH ALLOWS PHOTOGRAPHS AND INFORMATION
TO CIRCULATE QUICKER AND FURTHER, THE
NAME AND REFPUTATION OF THE SOJTOURNER
BEGIN TC OUTRUN HER LEGS...
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&ET YOUR
PHOTOS OF THE

1 SOJOURNER HERE.

ONLY $2 THE
. DOZEN! _£

Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip
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MY FRIENDS,
I HAVE COME HERE
OUT OF CURIOSITY FOR |
WHAT I AM GOING A

i‘ UNTIL THEY BECOME THE &STUFF OF LEGEND!
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MANY TIMES

WELL, T HAD

PRESIDENT.
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Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip



THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, THE NATION'S CAPITAL. IT HAD QUICKLY BECOME CLEAR THAT
LLAVERY'S FATE WOULD BE PETERMINED BY THE WAR'S CUTCOME. TENS OF THOUSANDS OF
AFRICAN-AMERICAN MEN AND WOMEN HAD RALLIED TO THE UNION SIDE, HOPEFUL OF FULFILLING
THE LONG-AWAITED PROMISE OF A NEW DAWN. AND NOW, TOWARDPS THE END OF THE TERRIBLE
CONFLICT, THE 40OUOURNER HAL COME TO WITNESS THE NEW DAWN FOR HERSELF..

Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip
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BUT AS 20 OFTEN IN THE PAST, GREAT |1 - o oo

LEGAL PROMISE |1& HAUNTED BY Pt :
A GRIM REALITY. . - Cr %
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BUT THIS CANNOT gE!
MUST OUR BASIC RIGHTS
S ALWAYS BE SACRIFICED?
/ Jl ESPECIALLY AS SOME OF THESE
RIGHTS ARE AT LAST TO BE
ENSHRINED IN THE LAW
OF THIS NATION!

Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip




TREATMENT, JUST BECAUSE OF THE
COLOR OF OUR SKIN. TYPHOID,
MALARIA, DYSENTERY AND
PNEUMONIA BECAME OUR
MOST PITILESS

ASSASSINS.

. 7 ON THE BATTLEFRONT,
I . WE WERE NOT GIVEN THE SAME
SUPPLIES, HOUSING OR MEDICAL

AYE. AND WITH THE
WAR ENDING, WHAT WILL
HAPPEN TO THOSE OF OUR
SURVIVING SONS AND
DAUGHTERS WHO RISKED

MIGHT ACTUALLY GET WORSE, THEIR LIVES?
EVEN WITH THE LINION VICTORY,
WHAT 00D ARE NEW LAWS IF COLIRTS
ACROSS THESE LANDS ARE
DETERMINED TO DEFEND
THE OLO OPDER?

\ ¢

Sojourner Truth - Comic Strip




LAWS MEAN LITTLE
TO US WITHOUT ACTIVISM.

WE KNOW THAT NOW. 8UT THEY
DO PROVIDE US WITH SOMETHING —
NOT ENOUGH, BY ANY MEANS —
BUT SOMETHING ALL THE
SAME, TO HOLD TO,

WE MUST
CONTINUE TO INSIST ON
OUR RIGHTS. WHEREVER AND
WHENEVER THEY TRY TO INTRODUCE
SEPARATE AND LINEQUAL FACILITIES
ACCORDING TO SKIN COLOR,
WE MUST RESIST..
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Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip




THE NEXT DAY...

Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip




FOR THE 00D
OF EVERYONE, YOU sAY?
WHAT DOES IT PROFIT ME TO
RIDE IN WIND AND RAIN 8Y THE
HORSE'S BACKSIDE,
IF I LOSE MY HEALTH

OUR STREETCAR
COMPANY HAS PROVIDED
COMFORTABLE SEATING FOR YOU
BLACK FOLK, FOR THE 000D OF
EVERYONE. VACATE THIS CARRIAGE
AT ONCE, Or I WILL HAVE TO
THROW YOU OFF

IN THE PROCESS?

Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip




WHAT? DOES YOUR
TONGUE NO LONGER WAG?
HAVE YOU NO RESPONSE 8UT
AGGRESSION? BUT I SHALL
RIDE! MARK MY WORDS:

I SHALL RIDE!

Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip



Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip




I DEMAND
REDRESS. BENEATH THAT
SLOEGAN "SEPARATE 8UT EQUAL
FESTERSTHE SINISTER TRUTH
OF OUR AMERICAN DEMOCRALCY,

THE PUTRID SHAME OF OUR _
AMERICAN IDEALS, THE TENACIOUS L
h  HYPOCRISY OF OUR AMERICAN
; JUSTICE SYSTEM.

Q{(
W

AM I NOT A CITIZEN OF
THIS LAND? DO I NOT SUFFER
AS YOU SUFFER, OR LAUGH AS YOU
LAUGH? WHY, THEN, THESE DIVISIONS
AMONE US? T DEMAND
PEDRESS.

-1r~|

Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip
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BUT DELSPITE SOJOURNER'S SMALL TRIUMPH,
THE RUN OF SEGREGATION, LEGALLY ENFORCED
OR NOT, CANNOT BE SLOWED. AND ACROSS THE

COUNTRY, PARTICULARLY IN THE DEEP S0UTH,
AFRICAN-AMERICAN MEN, WOMEN ANDP CHILDPREN
ARE SUBTECTED TO PECADPES OF DISCRIMINATION,

DEPRIVATION, AND TERROR,

Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip



ALMOST ONE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER THE NATION-WIDE FIGHT OF SOJOURNER
TRUTH AND OTHER HEROIC INPIVIDUALS AND GROUPS AGAINST SEGREGATION ON
PUBLIC TRANSPORT, ROSA PARKS'S REFUSAL TO VACATE HER BUS-SEAT FOR
A WHITE PASSENGER IN MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, TRIGGERED A HUGE STRUGGLE
BY AFRICAN AMERICANS AGAINST RACIAL SEGREGATION. IN 1964, AFTER
CENTURIES OF STRUGGLE, THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT WAS PASSED, WHICH
SOUGHT TO END LEGAL SEGREGATION ONCE AND FOR ALL. EVEN &TILL,

THE STRUGGLE FOR GREATER TJUSTICE CONTINUES TODAY...

Sojourner Truth — Comic Strip



Visit and share the website
www.unesco.org/womeninafrica
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Sojourner Truth

Sojourner Truth (c.1797-1883) was a leading activist, speaker and teacher at the forefront of the African-American struggle for civil rights.
Resolutely non-sectarian, she acted asa bridge betweenissues such aswomen’srights, abolition, and religious freedom. Her astute exploitation
of her reputation, through photography and print, helped her to become one of the most well-known orators of the nineteenth century.

Women in African History

Through various pedagogical resources and the use of information and communication technologies (ICTs), UNESCO seeks to highlight the
legacy of a selection of key women figures of African history and its diaspora. This project demonstrates that African women have always
distinguished themselves in the history of their continent in areas as diverse as politics (Gisele Rabesahala), diplomacy and resistance against
colonization (Njinga Mbandi), the defense of women'’s rights (Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti) and environmental protection (Wangari Maathai).

This list of 20 women represents only a small part of the contribution of African women, known and unknown, to the history of their countries,
Africa and all mankind.

For additional resources, please visit the website www.unesco.org/womeninafrica



